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A Message from the Superintendent: 
 

Welcome to the first edition of The LV Quarterly.  The Administrative team at Lenape 
Valley would like to use this opportunity to showcase the happenings here at Lenape 
Valley.  We are proud of our school, our teachers and our students and look forward to 
highlighting just some of our events throughout each quarter.    
 
I personally would like to update you on our 5 Year Strategic Planning initiative.     
 
On Tuesday, October 11, 2016 Lenape Valley Regional High School administrators, 
staff, Board members, parents, students, and community members came together to 
initiate strategic planning. The first evening's topic focused on the 
strengths/accomplishments, and challenges/opportunities of Lenape Valley Regional 
High School.  
 
The meeting began with welcoming remarks by Richard Kuncken, Board President.  
Myself as well as the administrative team provided an informative overview of the 
district. Facilitators Kathy Helewa and Charlene Peterson, from New Jersey School 
Boards Association, introduced the strategic planning process and assisted throughout 
the process. The various stakeholders were then divided in four randomly assigned 
groups to identify the strengths/accomplishments and challenges/opportunities of 
Lenape Valley Regional High School through brainstorming and the sharing of ideas. 
After discussion, each group came to a consensus on its top 10 
strengths/accomplishments and top 10 challenges/opportunities and presented those 
to the full group of meeting participants.  A complete summary of the meeting can be 
found on the LVHS website. 
 
The next strategic planning session is scheduled for Monday, November 14, 2016 from 
7:00 – 8:30 pm at LVR.  During the November 14th meeting, using a similar 
brainstorming process, we will identify our visions for Lenape Valley Regional High 
School five years from now.  
 
The final meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 13 at 7:00 pm to write goal 
statements using the input from the two previous sessions. Please join us. Everyone is 
welcome, even if you were not able to attend the first meeting. We look forward to 
seeing you! 
 
 
Forever a Patriot! 
 
 
Paul M. DiRupo 

 
 
 

  



         
School Safety & Security 

 
Parent Reunification 

On October, 4th 2016 Lenape Valley Regional High School conducted its first Parent Reunification Drill.  With the 
cooperation of the Sussex County Prosecutor’s Office, the Stanhope Police Department and the NJ State Police, 
Lenape Administrators, staff and students practiced for an emergency event that would require another Sussex 
County school to use our facility to reunify its students and parents.  
 

Vestibule and Guest Entry 
In an effort to improve security, Lenape will be building a vestibule at the main entrance. This project will include the 
addition of a second doorway, a pass through window and a School Gate Guardian ID scanning system. The addition 
of a second door will allow guests to enter the vestibule during the check-in process, but keep them from entering the 
building until cleared. The pass through window will allow parents to drop off items such as lunches, books, or sports 
equipment without entering. Finally, the School Gate Guardian will require guests to scan a photo ID and print a guest 
pass through the machine. Any guest without an ID will be able to speak with school personnel through the window 
to verify the reason for their visit. This project is tentatively scheduled to begin of the holiday break.  
 

Night Security 
We would like to welcome Mr. Chris Olivo to the Lenape Valley Regional High School staff.  Mr. Olivo is a welcome 
member of our security team and will be responsible for security between the hours of 2:00pm and 7:00pm. Some of 
Mr. Olivo’s responsibilities are to ensure that the exterior doors are locked and secure, all student and guests have 
reported to their proper locations and to maintain a safe and secure environment during after school activities and 
athletic events. If you see Mr. Olivo, please welcome him to the Lenape family.   

 

 

 

LVR GUIDANCE COUNSELOR ATTENDS NACAC 
 

Ms. Elaine Freda spent the week of September 17th in Columbus, Ohio at the annual 
National Association of College Admission Counseling Convention.  As an Assembly 
Delegate to the New Jersey Association of College Admission Counseling, Ms. Freda 
enjoyed an enriched Professional Development experience learning of new trends in 
College Admissions and programs offered at thousands of institutions.  Ms. Freda 
networked with hundreds of College and University Admissions reps while at the 
Convention and advocated for LVR and our students.  Additionally, Ms. Freda attended 
a comprehensive program presented by the schools representing the Big Ten Athletic 
Conference.  Ms. Freda is looking forward to attending the convention in 2017 where 
Boston, MA will be the host. 

 

  

Senior Class Caps & Gowns 
 

Beginning this year, the graduating class was able to vote for the color of their 
regalia (gowns and mortarboards).  Traditionally, LVR has had white for girls and 
royal blue for boys.  As the regalia are readily available in several colors, the Class 
of 2017 was offered several colors.  An online poll was sent out, to which a 
majority of the class voted; they chose red – congratulations! 

 



         

 

New Faces at Lenape Valley 
 

It is sad to see employees leave our school, but we are happy to introduce 
talented, new additions to the staff this year.  We welcome: 
 Mrs. Lauren Brill, Media Center Director 
 Mrs. Michele Christopher, Art Teacher 
 Mr. Colby Bird, English Teacher 
 Mr. Mark Tavoletto, Mathematics Teacher 
 Mr. Anthony Grogan, Aide 
 Mr. Craig Ely, Grounds 
 Mr. Leon Lucatelli, Grounds 
 Mr. Christopher Olivo, Security 
 Miss Jaclyn Bennett, who is interning with our Student  
               Assistance Counselor, Mr. Grillo.  

 

  

 

ASVAB Testing 
 
68 students, both Juniors and Seniors, tested for the ASVAB on October 6th. The test 
was well attended. The career exploration and score interpretation is scheduled for 
November 28th. The occupational interests profile is specifically designed to help a 
student better understand which major to enter in college, and choose a profession 
that makes sense based off a number of criteria. The next ASVAB test is scheduled 
for December 8th. 

 

  

  

  

 

New Science Labs 
 

The Science Department at Lenape Valley has settled into two newly 
renovated science labs, one designed for chemistry and one for 
physics.  The renovation of the lab spaces was necessitated by the 
fact that the original labs from the school was built were worn out.  In 
addition to new lab stations the renovated chemistry lab features a 
fume hood and large sink which the old lab did not have.  The physics 
lab features lab tables that can be arranged in various configurations 
to accommodate different experiments.   

 

  

Academically Speaking 
 

We were pleased to announce that both Chase Rosenberg and Sydney Wise were 
commended by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation for their excellent PSAT 
results: finishing in the top five percent.  Also, we wish recognize Sean Kumar for 
his outstanding scores on the ACT. 

 
 



         
Mini-College Fair 

 
Lenape Valley Regional High School is proud to work with the Morris County Mini-College Fair Consortium to host 
three college fairs per year during the student lunch period.  Students have the opportunity to interact with 
representatives and explore a variety of post-secondary institutions, including military, vocational/technical institutes, 
community colleges, and traditional colleges and universities.  This year, fairs are being hosted in September, 
November, and February/March. 

 

  

National Education Week 
 
The Tuesday of National Education Week, November 15, 2016, has been designated as Parents’ day.  I invite you to 
visit our school to see first-hand your child’s first or second session class. The sessions are: 7:45 to 8:41 and 8:44 to 
9:41.   Please contact Mrs. Lynch in our Main Office at (973) 347-7600, extension 5109, by Wednesday, November 9 to 
make your reservation.  We look forward to your visit. 

 

  

Extracurricular Activities for Everyone 
 
On September 26, an activity fair was held in the gymnasium to advertise and elicit student interest in our several 
clubs and activities.  Students had the opportunity to visit several tables where members and advisors explained the 
fun and functions of their respective organizations.  The event had an excellent turn out.  Many organizations are still 
happily accepting new members; interested students need only check the advisor of a particular club. 

 

 

LVR Sports News 

 

The Football team won their 8th straight game with a hard fought victory 
over Jefferson on Friday November 4th by a score of 13-3. The team won its 
first Championship in the newly formed NJ Super Football Conference. They 
were undefeated in the American Red Division Champions. 
 
The Girls Tennis team not only finished the season with a school record (16-
1-1) but also were the undefeated Freedom Division Conference Champions 
and place every varsity team member on the All-Conference Team. The 
team was also ranked 8th out 40 teams in the final NJAC Rankings. 
 
The Girls Soccer team lost in the second round of the State Sectional 
Tournament but finished with a very impressive (12-4-1) record. 
 
The Boys and Girls Cross Country teams completed the season with a 
combined (4-6) record. The Boys were 1-4 and the Ladies 3-2. Both teams 
had wins over Newton and the Girls also had big wins over Newton and 
Sussex Tech. Both teams qualified for the State Sectional Tournament.  
Denis Raffay placed 13th out of 101 athletes with a very good performance, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



         
however only top 10 individuals move on so he was mere seconds away 
from qualifying.  The girls team as a whole placed 7th out of 17 schools in 
our section, 
 
The Girls Field Hockey team completed their season by losing a tough 2-1 
game to Mountain Lakes. The team record was a deceiving 5-10-2 with four 
of their loses by a combined 7 goals. The team did have some big wins over 
Sparta, Vernon and North Warren. The team also avenged a loss to Wallkill 
Valley by upsetting them in the First Round of the State Sectionals by a 3-0 
score. 
 
The Boys Soccer team finished with a 7-11-2 record. The record is very 
deceiving on how good the team really was. They started out with a 
number of injuries and at the midway point in the season were 1-6. The 
team turned things around and won 5 of their last 7 games including wins 
over Hackettstown who had beaten them earlier, Kittatinny and Jefferson. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenape Valley Regional High School 
Marching Patriots 

 
2016 Show: After Armageddon 

Drum Majors: Darcy Opperman, Victoria DiFabrizio, Trace Dietsche 
Seniors: Travis Finan, Gabrielle Harrison, Anthony Ingham, Samantha 

Lauridsen, Dorothea McCloskey, Kyle Menta, Connor Parrish, Alexandra 
Poissereux, Patrick Rzeszutko, Kelsey Sowell, Rhianna Teates 

  
The marching band this year has grown to 44 members and was placed in 
the group II division for the first time in many years. With the help of 
8th graders from the sending districts, the band has had a very successful 
season.  Some of the season’s highlights include: 
 

1st place finish at Mt. Olive High School on Saturday October 29. 
With a score of 89.1, the band also won, Best Overall Effect, Best Visual 
Effect, and Best Music.  It was the second week in a row that the marching 
band defeated rival schools, Delaware Valley and Hackettstown.  
 

Awards Dinner on Wednesday November 2: 
10 Students received perfect attendance (meaning they did not miss 1 
minute of rehearsal time since August). 8th grade rookie of the year was 
Ryan Rappaport from Stanhope Schools.   9th grade rookie of the year was 
Dante Marra. 
 

USBands National Championships on Sunday November 6 Allentown PA. 
6th place finish out of 24 bands in Group IIA with a score of 92.475 
(Consisting of all high school bands from group IIA in the Northeast, Mid-



         
Atlantic, and Mid-West).  The marching band also won "The Cadets Award 
for Excellence." The Cadets are the gold standard of competitive marching 
bands and they sponsor USBands. This award is voted on by a panel of 
current and former Cadets that were at the event.  
It is presented to the marching band with the highest achievement in the 
area of creativity, excellence, and overall effect. 
 

  
German Students Visit LVR 

Herzlich Willkommen!   From October 17 to November 1, 2016 the Lenape Valley school community is 
hosting 20 German students and 2 teachers from Walldorf, a town in the Southwest of Germany. During 
these two weeks, the students will only spend 5 schooldays in school, shadowing their host students. The 
rest of the time, they will be traveling to New York City, Philadelphia, Princeton, Westpoint, and Highpoint 
Park. Our German guests enjoyed a very nice "potluck welcome dinner" and a round of human Fussball on 
October 18, and they will spend two weekends with their German host families, before they continue their 
trip to Boston, from where they will return to Germany. 
 

 
Lenape Valley Presents…..  

Dracula 

On October 27th, 29 & 30th, LVR’s production of Dracula went up to great 
acclaim. The cast was led by seniors Olivia Dan, Erin Devito, Melissa Sarcona, 
and Scott Stevens who each in their own right commanded the stage. Olivia, 
in the role of Miss Mina, gracefully transitioned from a well put together 
young lady to a woman whose world has turned upside down. And Scott 
Stevens, portraying her betrothed Mr. Harker, was with her every step of the 
way. Erin, in the role of Lucy, terrified audiences with her portrayal of the 
Bloofer lady, a legendary blood-covered Spector who snatches children at 
night. And Melissa, as the maddened devotee of Dracula, kept spectators on 
their toes with her brilliant insanity. They were joined by a talented cast if 
underclassmen to make a truly spectacular and memorable show. 

 
Each night, the house was bustling as audiences anticipated what they 
would see on stage. As the show progressed, the audience members gasped 
in fright, grasped the hands of those sitting next to them, and laughed as 
they experienced this thrilling show.  Congratulations to the cast and crew, 
and Director Michael Donahue! 
 

 

 

  

Other Happenings… 
 

Future Patriot Field Day 

          On Tuesday October 25, 2016, regional 8th grade students from Netcong, Stanhope, and Byram visited 



         
Lenape Valley Regional High School for a Future Patriot Field Day with next year’s seniors. This was a way to 
promote a smooth transition for next year’s regional freshmen to assimilate to their new high school. This 
proactive approach was an idea from Lenape Valley Regional Superintendent, Paul DiRupo and his team, 
along with Netcong Board Member, Jennifer Santana. Ironically, the two parties had the same idea….... to 
present extracurricular opportunities for incoming freshman to feel comfortable at their high school, but do 
this while they were still in 8th grade.  
          The Lenape Juniors and the Lenape Physical Education Teachers planned fun-filled events for all the 
students. The field day was a huge success and hopefully a new tradition for all. 
 

National Honor Society News: 
On October 14th, the National Honor Society held the annual St. Jude Children's Hospital Walkathon.  We 
are very happy to report that we raised a total of $6,105.00, exceeding our goal of $6000.  This year we 
invited family members to come out and join us for the walk and we would like to thank those of you that 
came.  It was a great day, that we look forward to repeating next year. 
 
In addition to the Walkathon, the NHS has a Blood Drive coming up on November 16th.  Requirements for 
donating blood are: 
-16-17 years of age with parental consent form 
-18 years old or older (no consent) 
-120 pounds minimum 
-Picture ID 
-Social security number 
If your child would like to donate, please make sure you have signed the permission slip.   
 

Arts Festival Held at Lenape Valley  
           Students with special needs from five area high schools participated in Lenape Valley’s 3rd annual arts 
festival on Friday, November 4.  With over 70 Lenape students assisting, our guests rotated through six 
different activities before lunch.  Participants completed four craft projects under the direction of art 
teacher Sherry Carnegie and the Service Art Club.  They enjoyed creating jellyfish from paper bowls and 
crepe paper, gluing together picture frames from foam sheets, using sponge painting to create the scales on 
dinosaurs and letting watercolors drip down paper to create the effect of rain.  They learned some zumba 
moves from gym teacher Joann Hoover and tried German folk dancing with instruction from retired German 
teacher Sandy Newcomer and current members of the German Folk Club.   
            Participants rotated through the activities in pre-arranged groups designed to encourage 
opportunities to meet new people and make new friends.  Every group included students with special needs 
from each of the participating high schools:  High Point, Hopatcong, Kittatinny, Sparta, Newton, and Lenape 
Valley.  Special education teachers from these schools organized a group called SWAP (Sussex-Warren 
Activities Program.)  SWAP now organizes many events during the year including four bowling trips, an 
annual holiday luncheon and dance at the Lafayette House, and activities hosted at individual schools.  The 
arts festival was organized by Lenape Valley special education teacher Joan Glusiec. 
 Following the rotation through the activities, all of the participating students and staff from SWAP 
enjoyed a ziti lunch together.  Each school prepared or brought something to share at the meal.  Participants 
were then treated to a show featuring the talents of Lenape Valley’s finest musicians under the direction of 
Lenape teachers Lynda Veech and David DiGrazia.  The instrumental and vocal skills were phenomenal, and 
SWAP students were again quite fortunate to be entertained as they had been all day by Lenape Valley’s 
caring students and staff. 

 



         

 

Follow us on Twitter 

See all of the LVR Happenings @lvrpatriots 
 

 


